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DEQ and others to participate in water sampling activities

BATON ROUGE – On Tuesday, Oct. 18, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality will take part in global water quality activities as part of annual World Water Monitoring Day. The event will start at 10 a.m. at a public launch located in Mandeville at the corner of Jackson Avenue and Lakeshore Drive.

The need for clean water knows no boundaries and WWMD is designed to increase awareness on the important role that water quality testing plays in protecting the world’s watersheds. The event encourages citizens and students to experience monitoring first-hand and evaluate water quality within their local watersheds.
DEQ Secretary Mike McDaniel, officials from the Environmental Protection Agency, Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation, Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium and students from area private and public schools will head to the Northshore of Lake Pontchartrain to sample basic water quality parameters. 

Students participating in the educational outreach event will learn more about the watersheds in which they live, how watersheds work and how protecting their waters can be beneficial. They will take lake samples and test for dissolved oxygen, pH levels (acidity/alkalinity), temperature and turbidity (clarity). 
“DEQ is extremely proud to be apart of this year’s activities. In the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, citizens from across the United States expressed their concerns about water quality in Lake Pontchartrain, the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico,” said DEQ Secretary Mike McDaniel.  “No matter who you are, or where you live, clean water is essential.” 

America’s Clean Water Foundation and the International Water Association, created and coordinates the event with the help of sponsors and partners. WWMD has created a global network of people who are willing to invest their time and energy in the pursuit of clean water.

For additional information on World Water Monitoring Day visit www.deq.louisiana.gov or www.worldwatermonitoringday.org. 
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