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EPA, DEQ data shows air toxics improvements  
BATON ROUGE – The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality has reviewed the National Air Toxics Assessment report that was released by the Environmental Protection Agency today. The assessment, based on 1999 emissions data, shows that Louisiana continues to make progress in reducing emissions of air toxics.
The department started 2005 with the goal of reducing emissions of highly reactive volatile organic compounds, also known as HRVOCs, which are a key pollutant in forming ozone. Toward the end of 2004, DEQ issued administrative orders to 15 industries in the Baton Rouge area requiring more monitoring and internal audits. DEQ also used a HAWK infrared camera to look for leaks in pipelines, on barges and on railcars. There were also additional inspections performed throughout the five-parish Baton Rouge area, which does not meet federal standards for the pollutant ozone.

Data from 2005 show that these efforts met with some success. Decreases in air toxics releases were noticed at the Port Allen and South Scotlandville monitors. Both sites were previously out of compliance with the state air toxics standard for 1,3 butadiene. This pollutant is one of the more common pollutants associated with ozone formation. In 2005 there was only one significant strike, 100 parts per billion or greater, compared to seven in 2004. There was also a 40 percent total decrease in HRVOCs in the five-parish Baton Rouge area.

“We were looking closely for ozone-forming components and other air toxics,” DEQ Secretary Mike McDaniel said of the department’s increased activity. “With new technology like the HAWK camera and with cooperation from industry and the public, we continue to make progress in improving our air quality. This is evident because of the decrease in air-toxic emissions in 2005. 
Louisiana is one of three states with its own air-toxic standards. The program was put in place in 1990 and monitors for 60 air toxics. Currently, there are no federal ambient air standards for the toxic air pollutants.
DEQ will continue stationary monitoring efforts throughout the state and will look to new technologies in an effort to continue improving air quality. The department is working to acquire, a mobile monitoring laboratory, which will enable the department to conduct local monitoring and evaluate toxic emissions in more locations and closer to emission sources. 
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