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Tests show animals survive in New Orleans floodwaters

BATON ROUGE, La. -- The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality is continuing to test for aquatic toxicity in
the floodwaters pumped out of New Orleans into Lake Pontchartrain. The results show that all fish and 10 of 12
invertebrate test animals were able to survive in 100 percent pump-down floodwater.

“This is good news. When fish and other animals live in 100 percent floodwater, we can expect minimal ecological
damage to the Lake,” said DEQ Secretary Mike McDaniel. “Because of the further dilution of these discharges with
water in the Lake, the resulting concentration is well below levels of concern. These results, coupled with hundreds of
analyses of water and sediments of the flood area that show similarity to normal storm water runoff, bode well for rapid
and complete recovery of the Lake.”

Toxicity tests involve the exposure of aquatic animals to a series of concentrations of floodwater for 48 hours. High
survival rates are an indication of the absence of pollutants.

DEQ has a water-quality assessment team investigating the canals that indicated a less than 100 percent survival

rate. Results of this ongoing study have shown little or no degradation of water quality along the Southshore of the
Lake, the area receiving the discharges. Expected hurricane insults to water quality occurred along the Northshore.
These included low dissolved oxygen and some fish Kills in the tributaries. A quick recovery for the Lake is expected.
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