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ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

Untreated Sewage Reported in South Caddo Parish

BATON ROUGE – Untreated sewage was released into Bayou Pierre near the Lucas Sewage Treatment Plant in south Caddo Parish, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality reported on Wednesday.

“The area where the release occurred is generally farmland and crop areas,” said Richard Penrod, northwest regional manager for DEQ. “People in the area should be aware of the situation because there is an odor and high bacterial content associated with the release.”

Penrod said the department received a phone call from someone who lived near the bayou who was reporting a fish kill. When DEQ staff arrived, there was not a fish kill, but there was a strong odor and the staff could tell the water was impaired. By following the tainted water, DEQ responders were able to find the broken water main, which has since been repaired.

Depending on the weather and the flow of the stream, the water could be impaired for up to a week. 
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