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Man pleads guilty to public bribery
BATON ROUGE -- Charlie “Chuck” Rick recently pled guilty to public bribery in Tangipahoa Parish. He received a three-year suspended sentence, three years probation and was ordered to pay a $500 fine plus court costs and expenses. 

The plea stems from an incident that occurred in December 2004. An inspector from the Department of Environmental Quality was following up on burning complaint regarding Rick’s business, Cypress Sawmill, in Amite. Rick offered the inspector money to “look the other way,” Peter Ricca, program manager for DEQ’s Criminal Investigations Unit said. 

“The agency looks upon bribery as a serious offense,” said Harold Leggett, Assistant Secretary of the Office of Environmental Compliance. “When the public calls the department with a complaint and we have to inspect a facility, we want people to know that the inspection is thorough and trustworthy.” 
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