DEQ
Drinking Water Protection Program

he Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality has Technician Level Emergency Responders
available to provide 24 hour, 7 days a week response capabilities for environmental hazards or
potential threat to the environment.

Since its formation in 2004, the DEQ Drinking Water Protection Program has worked in 31 parishes and
provided valuable information available to 3,800,000 Louisiana residents.

The goals of the Drinking Water Protection Program are:

« To increase public awareness of the importance of protecting drinking water sources, and
* To educate communities on actions they can take to protect drinking water.

The Drinking Water Protection Team goes into parishes, holds community meetings and forms community
committees to identify the source of contamination. They also educate businesses and the citizens about
the best way to protect their drinking water source. Team members often go to schools to demonstrate for
the students how drinking water can be contaminated. Education plays an important role in environmental
protection. The team encourages committee members and citizens to go out and educate the public.
They help the parishes form contingency plans and sometimes help pass an ordinance which protects
the source water.

Drinking water can come from either surface water (bayous, rivers, etc.) or ground water (aquifers).
Approximately two-thirds of Louisiana residents get their drinking water from ground water sources.
Formerly, DEQ’s drinking water protection efforts focused on ground water through implementation of the
Wellhead Protection Program. With implementation of the Source Water Assessment Program, DEQ’s
focus broadened to include surface waters. It is vitally important that all drinking water sources are
protected for all of our citizens.

In 1996, the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments called for all states to complete delineations and
inventories of all source water protection areas (any area surrounding a drinking water source, whether
from ground or surface water) and rank each for potential risk of contamination. The result was an evaluation
of the source (ground and surface) water that provides drinking water to each system in Louisiana. This
evaluation, or assessment, is used to assist local communities in implementing drinking water protection
measures. This has been completed for all systems in Louisiana. The Drinking Water Protection program
continues the process by helping with protection issues such as contingency planning, zoning and public
education. The DWPP improves on the SWAP and the Wellhead Protection Program by focusing more on
public education and community involvement.

The Drinking Water Protection Team is currently working in Morehouse Parish, where they have formed
a community committee and are planning to move into Webster Parish in February.
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