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DEQ reaches agreement with environmental group on landfill

BATON ROUGE - The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality reached a settlement with the
Louisiana Environmental Action Network on the LEAN lawsuit concerning Gentilly Landfill in New Orleans.

The landfill, which is taking construction and demolition debris, has played a vital role in the clean up of the
New Orleans area after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, according to DEQ Assistant Secretary Chuck Brown.
LEAN filed a lawsuit to shut the landfill down shortly after DEQ issued an order for them to take C&D debris
on Sept. 29.

The agreement between the two parties calls for a limit of 19,000 cubic yards of debris per day at Gentilly
until DEQ issues its decisional document, following public notice and comment, concerning DEQ’s use of
emergency authorization allowing the facility to operate. DEQ is also going to conduct groundwater and
surface-water monitoring. The monitoring plan is well on its way to being finalized because the department
has been working on a ground water-monitoring plan for heavily used C&D landfills.

The city of New Orleans applied for a C&D landfill with DEQ more than three years ago. In 2004, the permit
application was put out for public notice and the department did not receive any comments. However, because
of the newly generated interest in the landfill, the department agreed to evaluate additional information and to
reissue a decision document. This decisional document will outline the department’s decision under its
emergency authority regarding the use of Gentilly landfill. DEQ agreed to put the new document out for
public comment again. The current decision document is available at DEQ’s Web site,
www.deq.louisiana.gov.

In the Gentilly permit application of 2002 there is a section that addresses the stability of the site. It shows that
in a worse-case scenario, even taking in more waste than it has on daily basis since the hurricanes, how the site
would handle large amounts of debris. However, out of an abundance of caution, DEQ will work the Army
Corps of Engineers and other experts to show the levee system is safe.

“The main concern is to make sure we adequately respond to the needs of the impacted area during this
emergency,” Brown said. “The landfill meets all requirements that all C&D landfills have to meet. | think the
settlement is fair, even though the 19,000 cubic yard limit will slow the clean-up process. We had intended to
go the extra mile to show the site is environmentally sound with the additional water monitoring. We will
continue to go beyond what the regulations call for because we want citizens to know the landfill is
environmentally sound.”
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