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DEQ asks EPA to waive oxygenate rule

BATON ROUGE -- The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality formally requested a waiver from or a delay in requiring the use of an oxygenate in the federally mandated reformulated gasoline. The letter was sent to Michael Leavitt, Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

The federal government is requiring the use of reformulated gas by June 23 in the five-parish Baton Rouge area that is not in attainment for ozone. Reformulated gas generally contains an oxygenate, usually either ethanol or MTBE, which makes for a cleaner burning gasoline in most cases. However, EPA may waive the oxygenate requirement. DEQ is requesting the waiver because analyses show that reformulated gas using an oxygenate will not benefit air quality in the area and may decrease fuel efficiency by three percent.

“There are a number of arguments against using any kind of oxygenate,” said DEQ Secretary Mike McDaniel. “The main reason we do not want the oxygenate is because it will not benefit our efforts in ozone attainment. There is no justification for the additional costs reformulated gas will bring to the citizens that live in the affected parishes.  There is a compelling case for a waiver, or at least a delay.”

The request is a continuing effort by DEQ to prevent the implementation of reformulated gasoline in the Baton Rouge area, McDaniel said.

Ethanol is more expensive because it must be produced separately and then shipped to refineries to be blended with regular gasoline. This may increase the cost of gas at the pump by as much as 15 cents per gallon.

The five-parish area of Ascension, Iberville, Livingston, East Baton Rouge and West Baton Rouge should be noticing an influx of the new gas at some pumps already as gas stations prepare for the upcoming deadline.
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