DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

KATHLEEN BABINEAUX BLANCO
GOVERNOR
DEQ MIKE D. McDANIEL, Ph.D.
LOUISIANA SECRETARY
For Immediate Release Contact: Rodney Mallett
Nov. 14, 2005 Telephone:  225.219.3964

DEQ takes extra steps to provide residents with public notice information

BATON ROUGE, La. — The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality will be expanding its public
notice procedure in areas impacted by the hurricanes to ensure citizens have better access to information on
permitting activity in their parish.

For the hardest hit areas, Cameron, Orleans and St. Bernard parishes, the department will take five extra
steps to provide residents with information about their area.

1. DEQ will extend the comment periods by 15 days.

2. Public notices will be published twice in selected newspapers.

3. The notice will be run in an additional newspaper. This notice will be run in the newspaper with
the largest circulation in a parish that adjoins the parish where the facility is located.

4. 1f not already required to do so, the department will run the public notice in the official state
journal, The Advocate.

5. DEQ will place a notice in The Advocate once a week to show which permits were placed on
public notice the previous week. Each notice will provide the web address at which to get more
information about the permits that are on public notice, and will give a phone number to call for
additional help.

For St. Tammany, Jefferson, Terrebonne, Calcasieu and Plaguemines parishes, DEQ will place a notice
once a week in The Advocate to show which permits were placed on public notice the previous week. Each
notice will provide the web address at which to get more information about the permits that are on public
notice, and will give a phone number to call for additional help.

For the other parishes that have newspaper circulation of at least 90 percent pre-hurricane levels, DEQ will
continue the public notice procedures used before the storms. The public is informed of public notices
through publication in the required newspaper or newspapers, sending the notification to people signed up
on the department’s permits mailing list, putting the notice on the DEQ web page and emailing people
registered on the department’s permit email list.
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