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Thompson Hayward cleanup set to begin
BATON ROUGE – Cleanup activities recently began at the former Thompson Hayward pesticide facility located at 7700 Earhart Blvd. in New Orleans, the Department of Environmental Quality announced. 
The cleanup effort is being conducted by T H Agriculture and Nutrition and Elementis Chemical Incorporated with DEQ oversight. After several public hearings, public meetings and many public comments, the department approved a cleanup plan that ensures the site will meet state cleanup standards and also addresses many area residents’ concerns. 
For example, there were concerns that dust and vapors generated by the cleanup process would impact nearby residents. This concern led to the implementation of an Enclosed Remedial Activities Building, also known as an ERAB. The ERAB is a 65-foot by 84-foot building that will encapsulate an area where excavation is taking place. The building is designed to prevent the escape of contaminants.  
Residents were also concerned that harmful substances could escape the ERAB and get out into the neighborhood. An air-monitoring plan, which includes using hand-held air monitors, is in place to ensure the area is safe from contaminants. DEQ, the cleanup contractors and the New Orleans Office of Emergency Preparedness have worked together to develop a plan to notify and evacuate area residents in the unlikely event that air monitors detect contaminants at an unsafe level. There will also be a 24-hour contact number for the site as well as contractors, DEQ staff or security personnel at the site around the clock.     
The cleanup will begin with the demolition of an abandoned building on the property. The building has been sampled for contamination and has been deemed safe for demolition. Dust and noise suppression mechanisms are also in place.  
After the building is torn down, the excavation process will begin. This is scheduled to begin in late November and should take about three months. Other important steps outlined in the remediation plan include storm-drain cleanout, confirmatory sampling of the impacted site and restoration of the work area.  The workplan may be found on the DEQ website at: www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/Default.aspx?tabid=2584.
The project is scheduled to be completed by March 2007.
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