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Contractor to begin towing vehicles, boats
BATON ROUGE – A recently hired contractor will begin towing abandoned vehicles and boats in the New Orleans area on Monday, June 19, according to the Department of Environmental Quality. DRC Inc. is the contractor and is working with DEQ, Louisiana State Police and the state’s Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to tow vehicles, boats and boat trailers left on public property after Hurricane Katrina. 

People can find out if their vehicle has been towed to a staging area by calling 1-877-244-2540. To find out if a boat has been recovered, call 1-877-244-2541. Both numbers will be manned 24 hours a day, seven days a week. If your vehicle, boat or trailer has been recovered, you will be able to retrieve it from that staging area. 
State troopers are in the process of tagging and collecting vehicle identification numbers from cars and DWF is doing the same for boats. After the property is tagged, a letter will be sent to the last known address of the registered owner. Following state towing procedures, there will be a short waiting period for the owner to retrieve the property before tow truck drivers working for DRC will tow the tagged property to a staging area. There, it will be logged into a computer. The same process will be followed for the boats. 

DRC is expecting to tow up to 200 vehicles per day. The exact number of vehicles and boats that need to be removed is not known. DRC estimates it will be through towing in 120-150 days. 

“A project like this and of this size is unprecedented,” said DEQ’s Bruce Hammatt, who is the project manager for the department. “It has taken a coordinated effort from state, federal and local agencies to reach this point. We are pleased with everyone’s efforts to make sure the vehicles and vessels are handled properly and that there is a system in place where citizens can call, 24 hours a day, to see if their cars or boats have been removed.”
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