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WGNO New Orleans cleans up solid waste
BATON ROUGE –New Orleans TV station WGNO has taken the first steps to cleaning up solid waste generated from its place of business. The Department of Environmental Quality discovered the waste, consisting of old video logs and tapes, illegally dumped at a site on Gentilly Road in eastern New Orleans.
The site was one of more than 150 others along the Almonaster Corridor that was documented during a lengthy investigation into environmental issues in the area which has historically been home to several illegal dump sites. 
“As part of DEQ’s statewide solid waste initiative, the department will call people when their waste is found at an illegal dump,” said DEQ Assistant Secretary Harold Leggett. “That is standard investigative procedure. What’s unique about WGNO is they took the initiative to remove their waste from the site.  This is a business that paid someone to haul their waste, and WGNO had every reason to believe the waste was going to be disposed of at a permitted landfill and not an illegal dump site. As soon as we called them, they came out to the site and have moved quickly to have the waste removed.”

Leggett went on to say that the waste haulers are often to blame for illegal dumping and that it is refreshing to have someone like WGNO take the responsibility to clean up part of a site. 
DEQ has worked with many partners in recent months to curtail illegal dumping that has escalated since Hurricane Katrina. Trucks have been seized, penalties handed out and there are more penalties to come.

“The department has worked with city, state and local agencies to try to make it a deterrent for haulers, landowners and waste generators to illegally dispose of solid waste,” Leggett said. “The Almonaster area has many sites where waste is illegally dumped and up until now very few responsible parties have taken the necessary action to clean up their mess. What WGNO is doing is correcting a small part of the overall problem, but they have taken care of business in the right way and should be an example for others.”
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