STATE OF LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

IN THE MATTER OF: *  Settlement Tracking No.

* SA-HE-25-0017
CECOS INTERNATIONAL, INC. *

* Enfoercement Tracking No,
Al #323 * HE-PP-24-00251

*
PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE LOUISIANA  *
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT *

%

LA. R.S. 30:2001, ET SEQ.

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
The following Settlement Agreement is hereby agreed to between CECOS International, Inc.
(“Respondent™) and the Department of Environmental Quality (“DEQ” or “the Department’), under
authority granted by the Louisiana Environmental Quality Act, La. R.S. 30:2001, et seq. (“the Act™).
I
Respondent is a corporation that owned and/or operated a closed hazardous waste disposal
facility located in Livingston, Livingston Parish, Louisiana (“the Facility™).
11
On July 3, 2024, the Department issued to Respondent a Notice of Potential Penalty,
Enforcement Tracking No. HE-PP-24-00251 (Exhibit 1).
I
Respondent denies it committed any violations or that it is liable for any fines, forfeitures
and/or penalties.
v

Nonetheless, Respondent, without making any admission of liability under state or federal



statute or regulation, agrees to pay, and the Department agrees to accept, a payment in the amount of
THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($3,300.00), of which One
Thousand Four Hundred Forty-Six and 01/100 Dollars ($1,446.01) represents the Department’s
enforcement costs, in settiement of the claims set forth in this Settlement Agreement. The total
amount of money expended by Respondent on cash payments to the Department as described above,
shall be considered a civil penalty for tax purposes, as required by La. R.S. 30:2050.7(E)(1).
\Y

Respondent further agrees that the Department may consider the inspection report(s), the
Notice of Potential Penalty and this Settlement Agreement for the purpose of determining
compliance history in connection with any future enforcement or permitting action by the
Department against Respondent, and in any such action Respondent shall be estopped from objecting
to the above-referenced documents being considered as proving the violations alleged herein for the
sole purpose of determining Respondent's compliance history.

VI

This Settlement Agreement shall be considered a final order of the Secretary for all purposes,
including, but not limited to, enforcement under La. R.S. 30:2025(G)(2), and Respondent hereby
waives any right to administrative or judicial review of the terms of this agreement, except such
review as may be required for interpretation of this Settlement Agreement in any action by the
Department to enforce this Settlement Agreement.

VII

This Settlement Agreement is being made in the interest of settling the state's claims and

avoiding for both parties the expense and effort involved in litigation or an adjudicatory hearing. In

agreeing to the compromise and Settlement Agreement, the Department considered the factors for
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issuing civil penalties set forth in La. R.S. 30:2025(E) of the Act.
VIII
As required by law, the Department has submitted this Settlement Agreement to the
Louisiana Attorney General for approval or rejection. The Attorney General’s concurrence is
appended to this Settlement Agreement.
IX
The Respondent has caused a public notice advertisement to be placed in the official journal
of the parish governing authority in Livingston Parish, Louisiana. The advertisement, in form and
wording approved by the Department, announced the availability of this Settlement Agreement for
public view and comment and the opportunity for a public hearing. Respondent has submitted an
original proof-of-publication affidavit and an original public notice to the Department and, as of the
date this Settlement Agreement is executed on behalf of the Department, more than forty-five (45)
days have elapsed since publication of the notice.
X
Payment is to be made within thirty (30) days from notice of the Secretary's signature. If
payment is not received within that time, this Settlement Agreement is voidable at the option of the
Department. The Respondent shall provide its tax identification number wﬁen submitting payment.
Payments are to be made by check, payable to the Department of Environmental Quality, and mailed
or delivered to the attention of Accountant Administrator, Financial Services Division, Department
of Environmental Quality, Post Office Box 4303, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70821-4303. Each
payment shall be accompanied by a completed Settlement Payment Form attached hereto.
XI

In consideration of the above, any claims for penalties are hereby compromised and settled in
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accordance with the terms of this Settlement Agreement.
XII
Each undersigned representative of the parties certifies that he or she is fully authorized to
execute this Settlement Agreement on behalf of his or her respective party, and to legally bind such

party to its terms and conditions.
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CECOS INTERNATIONAL, INC.

sy. YA

(Signature)

flodtar A L Arovtirre
(Printed)

Passiosac

TitLE: | Ve

THUS DONE AND SIGNED in duplicate original before me this 27 4+ day of
JOUNE , 2025, at Frankdin |, TN .

— S adeks

NOTARY PUBLIC (Ib # )

S O:HAC 2,
e o FRiTAM 2. IAcHAC
(stamped or printed)

o LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
C,Uuw\—naj J- (P?Mrd.d‘c*el C?W(.JmM»]

BY:\/—--._ ¥'\
Jerrm @, Assistant Se

Office of Environmental Complia

'HUS DONE AND SIGNED in duplicate original before me this Z %ﬁ day of

T
%‘A‘M, v , 20 7= , at Batop Rouge, Louisiana.

DEIDRA
NOTARY ID # 51208

STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE
My Commision s or Lfo__|

(stamped or printed)

Approved: m

Jerrie “Jerry” Lang, Assistant S}crbtary
5
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JEFF LANDRY : AURELIA S. GIACOMETTO
GOVERNOR o SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF ENWkONMENTAL QUALITY
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE
JuL 03 2024
EXHIBIT

CERTIFIED MAIL (7021 1970 0001 3502 0521) % 1
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

CECOS INTERNATIONAL, INC.
¢/o C T Corporation System

Agent for Service of Process

3867 Plaza Tower Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

RE: NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY
ENFORCEMENT TRACKING NO. HE-PP-24-00251
AGENCY INTEREST NO. 323

Dear Sir/Madam:

On or about November 16, 2023 and November 29, 2023, the Louisiana Department
of Environmental Quality (the Department) conducted inspections of CECOS
INTERNATIONAL, INC. - LIVINGSTON FACILITY (FACILITY), a closed hazardous
waste disposal facility owned and/or operated by CECOS INTERNATIONAL, INC.
(RESPONDENT), to determine the degree of compliance with the Louisiana Environmental
Quality Act (the Act) and the Hazardous Waste Regulations. The Facility is located at 28422 S
Frost Road in Livingston, Livingston Parish, Louisiana. Disposal operations at the Facility ceased
in June 1990, The Facility now conducts post-closure monitoring and collection of hazardous
waste landfill leachate and related waste (F039) under Hazardous Waste Permit LAD000618298-
PC-RN-2, issued on June 30, 2022 with an expiration date of June 30, 2032. The Respondent
notified the Department as a Large Quantity Generator of hazardous waste and was issued EPA
Identification Number LAD000618298. The Respondent generates hazardous waste leachate and
solids (F039) from its closed hazardous waste landfill, is a small quantity handler of universal
waste batteries, and is a generator of used oil.

While the investigation by the Department is not yet complete, the following violations
were noted during the course of the inspections:

A. The Respondent failed to mark or label hazardous waste tanks in the less than
90-day accumulation area with the words “Hazardous Waste,” in violation of
LAC 33:V.1015.B.5.a.i. Specifically, during the inspection, two (2) of the
cight (8) FO39 hazardous waste storage tanks (Tanks V-1 and V-2) in the less

Post Office Box 4312 » Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4312 e Phone 225-219-3710  Fax 225-219-3330
www.deq.louisiana.gov



“LDEQ-EDMS Document 14359655, Page 2 of 6

CECOS Intemational, Inc.

HE-PP.24-0025}
Page2

neéxt to the Tank Farm in'the satellite accumulation area. The.drum w ot
labeled with an indication of the hazards of the contents, The Respondent's
‘rcsponse to Warning Letter HE-L-24-00251 dated June 14, 2024 révealed that

‘contents; in violation of LAC 3
solids (F039) were noted in

-of the contents, The Respondent’s respo |
00251 dated June 14, 2024 revcaled that the fourteen (14) 55-gallon poly

‘waste leachats solids (FO39) was unable to accept waste.

than 90-day accumulation area, located in a tank farm next fo the Maintenance
Shop, ‘were not propetly labéled with the words “Hazardous Waste,” The
Respondent’s response to Waming Letter HB-L<24-00251 dated June 14,
2024 revealed that hazardous waste storage tanks V-1 and V-2 had been
properly labeled with the words “Hazardous Waste,”

. The Respondent failed to mark o lsbel a conmmer Tocated at or nédr thé point
of generation where wasts originally accumulates with an indication of {he

hazards of the contents, in-violation of LAC 33:V,1011.A.5,b. Specifically, at
the time of the jnspection; a 55-gallon poly drum used for ammaﬁon of
hazardous waste spent carbon filters (F039) from the “T™ tanks was observed

<gallon poly drum had been labeled with an indication of the hazards of

the, conténts
C. TheRespondant failed to mark or labe} hazardous waste containers in the less

than 90-day sccumulation area- with an indication of the hazards of the
" 015:B.5.a.0i. Specifically, during the
‘drums containing waste leachate
condary containment area located
ithout an indication of the hazards

Warthing Letter HE-L-24-

inspection, fourfeen (14) 55-gal

next to the Hazardous Waste'

pise

drums had been labe!ed with an indication of the hazards of the contents.

. ’Ihe Respondent stored on-site generated hazardous waste without interim

s or & standard permit, in. violation of LAC 33:V,303.B. Specifically,

: .duﬁﬁg the: inspection, fourteen (14) 55-gallon poly--drums conteining

zardous waste leachate solids (F039) were noted i the concrete secondary

contaipment area, located next to the Hazardous Waste Tank Farm. The dates

onthe drums ranged from February 20, 2023 to March 17, 2023, During the
inspection, a representative of the Respondent stated that the Treatment,
Storage, and Disposal Facility (TSDF) that-typically accepts the hazardous
vaste for iultiple months
and the incinerator at the TSDF was not operational. The Respondent’s
response to Warning Letter HE-1-24-00251 dated June 14, 2024 revealed that
the hazardous waste leachate solids (F039) wete disposed of at & permitted
facility on December 7, 2023,
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CECOS International, lac.
HB&PP 24-00251
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E. The Respondent failed to maintain records supporting its hazardous waste
determinations, in violation of LAC 33:V.1005.Q. Specifically, during the
"mspecuon, & fecords mview revealed that records of waste proﬂles and
'records, moludmg but not hmiwd to waste proﬁles and hawdous waste
-detexmmations, were requested during the November 29, 2023 inspection and
via erail on January 11, 2024, The Respondent's regponse to Waming Letter
HE-1-24:00251 dated Junie 14, 2024 Included copies of the waste profiles and
:hazsrdous waste determinations for both leachate and tank bottom solids,

Pursiiant to La. RS, 30; 2050 B(B), you are hereby notified that the issuance of a penalty
assessment is being considered for the violation(s) described herein. Written comments may be
ﬁ!ed rcgarding the violation(s) and the contemplated penalty, If you eléct to submit comments, it
Is requested that they be submitted within ten.(10) days of receipt of this notice.

Prior to'the issuama'of_ anyraddmonal appropnate_enfo miént action, you may request a

meeting with the Depat present any mitigating Gir neerning the viclation(s).
If you ‘would hke ;_a-meetmg please contatt Dr. Jacqueline Prudente at (225)
219-3095 or-Jasq:ie UERLS withm ten (10) days of reaeipt of this NGTICE OF
POTENTIAL PENALTY | |

‘The Depar-ment is required by La, R.8, 30: 2025(B)(3)(a) to consider the gross revenues of
the Respondent and the monetary be noncompliarice: in order to determine whether a
pena!ty will be nmssodand the mnount of such penalty P]ease forward ihe Respondent § most

for the cited violations to the above named contact person wrthin ten (10) days
recelpt of this N(}TIC’E OF POTENTIAL PENALTY Include with your statement of monetar.
‘benefits the methed(s) y : Ve & L 1y jonetty

have been geined, you ate to fully justify thig statement, I the Rcsponde;nt choosés fiot to submit
‘the requested most current annal gross revenues statement within ten (10) days, it will be viewed.

by the Department as an admissmn that the Respondent has the ability to pay the statutory
naximium penal

For each violation described herein, the Department reserves the tight to seek civil
i he right to seek compliance with its rules and regulations in any manner allowed by

law, and 'nothmg herein shall be construed to preclude the right to seek such penalties and
compli’ance

The Department assesses: civil penalties based on. LAC 33:1.Subpart].Chapter 7. To
expedite closure of this NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY, the Respondent may offer &
settlement amoutit 1o resolve any claim for civil penalies for the violation(s) described herein,
The Respondent may offer a settlenent amount, but the Department is under no obligation to enter
into settlement negotiations, The decision to proceed with a settlement ig at the discretion of the
Department. The settlément offer amount may be eritered on the attached “NOTICE. OF
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‘POTENT!AL PENALTY REQUEST TO SETTLE” form, The Respondent may submit the

sertl er within ‘one hundred and eighty (180) days of receipt of this NOTICE OF

-POTE TIAL PENALTY. The Respondent must include a jusiification of the offér. .DO:
aymment of the offer améint

offer and notify the Respondent as o whether the offet is or is not accepted.

To reduce document handling, please refer to ‘the Eaforcement ‘l"rackmg ‘Number and

Agency Interest Number on the front of this document on-all correspondence in response to- thxs
acuon

Sincerely,

JUIAPfap
Al ID No. LAD000618298

e CECOS International; Inc.
6 n Simoneaux, Environmental Manager

6896 Bert Kouns Industrial Loop
Shrevepdrt LA 71129

h the form. The Departﬂ:ent will- review the settlement:
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CEC IS tematlonal Ing,

" |- CECOS international; _inc--_

Livingstan Faellity

| 284225 Frb’s“t‘Rb"a’d o

sted in enterlng [nto settiement negoﬂaﬁans with the Dgpanmem wlth the unders;andlng that the
_ o-assess civil penalties based on LAG 3311, Subpartl Chapten '

n for i penalties for the vlolations in NOTICE oF POT!-:HT!AL 9ENALTY (HE*PP~24 00251), the'i
_nterlng Into séttlernent negotiations with the: Departient and would like to set up a meeting to-|

b

. Monéta;y component &

. Beneﬂcfal Envlronmentai ?ro}ect (BEP}component (optlonal}*

. -injonﬁbtian and beﬂeﬁonned a

r 'redsmibble lnquiry, the statemén'ts nnd Informéﬂon attached and the tompllance statement ubove,
‘| ate true, accurate, and compleéte, 1 also certify that 1 do not owe outstanding fees or penaltles to'the Department for this facility or any
otherfacimy Town or operate 1 funher cemfv thut ! am elther the Respondent oran nuthor.'zed representotive of the Respondent.

5 attached'a’

Respondent’s Sl_gna't'm"e

Respondent’s Printed Name

Respondent’s Title

_Respondent's Physical Address

‘Respondent’s Phone #

Date
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