STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

IN THE MATTER OF: Settlement Tracking No.
SA-WE-25-0094

SAVANNAHS DEVELOPMENT LLC

WE-CN-24-00267
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* Enforcement Tracking No.
Al #226207 ®
=

#=

PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE LOUISIANA
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT *  Docket No. 2025-14763-DEQ
LA. R.S. 30:2001, ET SEQ. *
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
The following Settlement Agreement is hereby agreed to between Savannahs Development
LLC (“Respondent”) and the Department of Environmental Quality (“DEQ” or “the Department”),
under authority granted by the Louisiana Environmental Quality Act, La. R.S. 30:2001, et seq.
(“the Act™).
[
Respondent is a limited liability company that owns and/or operates a facility located in
Robert, Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana (“the Facility™).
11
On May 14, 2024, the Department issucd to Respondent a Consolidated Compliance Order
& Notice of Potential Penalty, Enforcement Tracking No. WE-CN-24-00267 (Exhibit 1).
11
On September 30, 2025, the Department issued to Respondent Warning Letter,
Enforcement Tracking No. WE-L-25-00452. The violations referenced in Warning Letter,

Enforcement Tracking No. WE-L-25-00452 are included within the scope of this settlement as

specified below:




On or about April 28, 2025, an inspection conducted by the Department revealed that the
Respondent failed to design, install, and maintain effective erosion and sediment controls to
minimize the discharge of pollutants. Specifically, during the inspection, the Department observed
that the Respondent’s silt fencing and hay bales that line the northern side of the site’s retention
pond had multiple areas where the silt fences were knocked down by sediment, section of the silt
fencing missing, and hay bales missing (See Inspection Report, Attachment F, Photos 6-9). The
failure to design, install, and maintain effective erosion and sediment controls resulted in excessive
amounts of sediment being carried off the development site via storm water and into the retention
pond that ultimately flows into White Oak Branch, which was observed to be discharging water
that was turbid and light brown in color. The failure to design, install, and maintain effective
erosion and sediment controls to minimize the discharge of pollutants is a violation of La. R.S.
30:2076(A)3), and LAC 33:IX.4903.A. On or about April 30, 2025, the Respondent provided
photos to the Department indicating that the silt fencing had been repaired and hay bales added at
the referenced location of the retention pond (See Inspection Report, Attachment G, Photos 1-3).

On or about April 28, 2025, an inspection conducted by the Department revealed that the
Respondent caused a violation of a water quality standard. Specifically, the Respondent’s failure
to design, install,- and maintain effective erosion and sediment controls resulted in excessive
amounts of sediment being carried off the development site via storm water and into the retention
pond that ultimately flows into White Oak Branch. The retention pond is an internal pond that
does not receive water from any other source except for sheet flow runoff from a rain event or
from internal drainage ditches within the development site. During the inspection, the Department
observed water from the retention pond flowing around, over, and through inadequate rows of hay

bales, towards a neighboring property. The Department observed the pond to be discharging water
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that was turbid and light brown in color, violating aesthetic and turbidity general criteria for surface
water quality standards in accordance with La. R.S. 30:2076(A)3) and LAC 33:IX.1113.B.1 & 9.
v
In response to the Consolidated Compliance Order & Notice of Potential Penalty,
Respondent made a timely request for a hearing.
v
Respondent denies it committed any violations or that it is liable for any fines, forfeitures
and/or penalties.
VI
Nonetheless, Respondent, without making any admission of liability under state or federal
statute or regulation, agrees to pay, and the Department agrees to accept, a payment in the amount
of SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($7,500.00), of which Five
Thousand One Hundred Ninety-Six and 37/100 Dollars ($5,196.37) represents the Department’s
enforcement costs, in settlement of the claims set forth in this Settlement Agreement. The total
amount of money expended by Respondent on cash payments to the Department as described
above, shall be considered a civil penalty for tax purposes, as required by La. R.S. 30:2050.7(E)(1).
Vi
Respondent further agrees that the Department may consider the inspection report(s),
permit record(s), the Consolidated Compliance Order & Notice of Potential Penalty and this
Settlement Agreement for the purpose of determining compliance history in connection with any
future enforcement or permitting action by the Department against Respondent, and in any such
action Respondent shall be estopped from objecting to the above-referenced documents being

considered as proving the violations alleged herein for the sole purpose of determining
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Respondent's compliance history.
VHI
This Settlement Agreement shall be considered a final order of the Secretary for all
purposes, including, but not limited to, enforcement under La. R.S. 30:2025(G)2), and
Respondent hereby waives any right to administrative or judicial review of the terms of this
agreement, except such review as may be required for interpretation of this Settlement Agreement
in any action by the Department to enforce this Settlement Agreement.
IX
This Settlement Agreement is being made in the interest of settling the state's claims and
avoiding for both parties the expense and effort involved in litigation or an adjudicatory hearing.
In agreeing to the compromise and Settlement Agreement, the Department considered the factors
for issuing civil penalties set forth in La. R.S. 30:2025(E) of the Act.
X
As required by law, the Department has submitted this Settlement Agreement to the
Louisiana Attorney General for approval or rejection. The Attorney General’s concurrence is
appended to this Settlement Agreement.
X1
The Respondent has caused a public notice advertisement to be placed in the official
journal of the parish governing authority in Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana. The advertisement, in
form and wording approved by the Department, announced the availability of this Settlement
Agreement for public view and comment and the opportunity for a public hearing. Respondent
has submitted an original proof-of-publication affidavit and an original public notice to the

Department and, as of the date this Settlement Agreement is executed on behalf of the Department,
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more than forty-five (45) days have elapsed since publication of the notice.
XII
Payment is to be made within thirty (30) days from notice of the Secretary's signature. If
payment is not received within that time, this Settlement Agreement is voidable at the option of
the Department. The Respondent shall provide its tax identification number when submitting
payment. Payments are to be made by check, payable to the Department of Environmental Quality,
and mailed or delivered to the attention of Accounts Receivable, Financial Services Division,
Department of Environmental Quality, Post Office Box 4303, Baton Rouge, Loutsiana, 70821-
4303 or by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) to the Department of Environmental Quality, in
accordance with instructions provided to Respondent by the Financial Services Division. Each
payment shall be accompanied by a completed Settlement Payment Form attached hereto.
XTI
In consideration of the above, any claims for penalties are hereby compromised and settled
in accordance with the terms of this Settlement Agreement.
X1V
Each undersigned representative of the parties certifies that he or she is fully authorized to
execute this Settlement Agreement on behalf of his or her respective party, and to legally bind

such party to its terms and conditions.
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SAVANNAHS DEVELOPMENT LLC

BY:
(Signature)
(Printed)
TITLE:
THUS DONE AND SIGNED in duplicate original before me this day of
, 20 ,at ]

NOTARY PUBLIC (ID # )

(stamped or printed)

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Courtney J. Burdette, Secretary

BY:
Jerrie “Jerry” Lang, Assistant Secretary
Office of Environmental Compliance

THUS DONE AND SIGNED in duplicate original before me this day of
, 20 , at Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

NOTARY PUBLIC (ID # )

(stamped or printed)

Approved: = Sx

Jerrie “Jerry” Lang, Assistant Secﬁta@
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE

ENFORCEMENT DIVISION CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER B B :
POST OFFICE BOX 4312 NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY DEQ
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70821-4312 LOUIBIANS 5763 3193
Enforcement Tracking No. | WE-CN-24-00267 Certified Mail No. 2004 2510 0003 .
Agency Interest {Al) No. 226207 Contact Name acott B. Pierce
Alternate (D No. LAR1OPBSG Contact Phone No. | {225) 219-3723
Respondent: Savannahs Development LLC Facility Name: Savannahs Subdivision
¢/o Barry Causey Physical Location: LA Highway 445 - Savannah Dr,, Cerrado 5t.,
Plainsland Dr., Grassland Dr., Sesrengeti Dr.,
Agent for Service of Process Tanzania Dr., Llanos St., Pampas Or.
15330 Heners Ct. Dr. City, State, Zip: Robert, LA
Baton Rouge, LA 70810 Parish: Tangipahoa

This CONSOUDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER 8 NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY is issued by the Louisiana Department of Envircnmental
Quality {the Departmant), under the authority granted by the Louisiana Environmental Guality Act (the Act), La. R.S. 30:2001, et seq., and
particularly by La. R.5. 30:2025(C}, 30:2050.2 and 30:2050.3(B).

L ; 15y : U
An authorized representative of the Department inspected the obovementioned facility or conducted a file review of the facility to determine
the degree of compliance with regulations promulgated in the Louisiona Administrative Code, Title 33. The State regulatory citations for the
violation(s) identified during the inspection and/or file review are indicated below.

The Respandent owns and/for operates a facility that discharges storm water assaciated with construction activities af five (5]
acres or more located off LA Highway 445 within the Savannahs Subdivision emcompassing Savannah Dr., Cetrado St., Plainsland
Dr., Grassland Or., Serrengeti Dr., Tanzania Dr., Llanos 5t., Pampas Dr., in Robert, Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana. The Respondent
was granted authorization under Louisiana Pollutant Rischarge Efimination System {LPDES) General Permit LAR1OP856 effective
on April 15, 2024. LPDES General Permit LARIOP8S6 will expire on September 30, 2024, Under the terms and conditions of LPDES
General Permit LAR1OPASE, the Respondent is permitted to discharge storm water associated with construction activities o
White Oak Branch, waters of the state.

Date of Description of Violation
Violation

Inspection{s} The Respondent failled to implement a component of the storm water pollution prevention ptan (SWPPP).
April 17, 2024 | Specifically, during the inspection the Department observed that the Respondent had not implemented afl
best management practices {BMPs} and/or sediment control measures {SCMs) specified in the Respondent's
SWPPP. A review of the SWPPP indicated that the fallawing specifed BMPs/SCMs were not implemented at
the time of the inspection:

«  5ilt fencing installed before initial construction and grading te control storm water flowing onto and
through the project (Section 2.3}

e Geokextile mats installed to disturbed arezs along the slopes of the ditches to control erasion of the
ditches {Section 2.5).

« Sjlt fencing installed around the perimeter of the construction site {Section 2.7).

« Geotextile mats installed along the ditches to retain sediment from leaving the site (Section 2.8}.

During the inspection, the Department did not observe any silt fencing or geotextile mats installed. The
Department noted that intial clearing/grading had been conducted and that there were several areas
throughout the site’s sloped ditches impacted by soil erosion. The Department also observed that the only
measures taken by the Respondent was the use of hay bales placed into tha ditches at the two points of entry
into the detenticn pond. The failure to implement the BMPs/SCMs as specified in the Respondent's SWPPP
resulted in sediment being carried” off the development site via storm water as observed duting the
inspectian. In addition, flow from the detentior pond, which vltimately flows inte White Qak Branch, was
observed ta be discharging and was turbid with a light brown color as a result of the above-referenced SWPPP
implementation deficiencies, [LARP1OPESE {Part IIl, Section E.1.a; Part [V Sections A.2 & D.2.a.[1}{b); and Part
VI.A.2), La. R.5. 30:2076(A){3), LAC 33:1X.2701.A, and LAC 33:1X.501.A)

Inspection(s) & | The Respondent caused a violation of a water quality standard. Specifically, the Respandent’s fatlure to

File Review implement the BMPs/SCMs as specified in the Respandent’s SWPPP resulted in sediment being carried off the
April 17,2024 | development site via starm water and into the detention pond, which ultimately flows into White Oak Branch.
May 13,2024 | The flow from the pond was observed to be discharging and was turhid with a light brown color. [LARP10PB5E
{Part Ill, Section D.2 and Part V1.A.2), La. R.S. 30:2076(A){1)(a} and LAC 33:1X.1113.8.9]

the requirements that are indicated below:

To take, immediately upon receipt of this COMPLIANCE ORDER, any and all steps necessary to meet and maintain compliance
with the Water Quality Regulations. This shall include, but net be limited to; carrecting all of the violations described in the
“Findings of Fact” portion.

To submit to the Enforcement Division, within thirty (30) days after receipt of this COMPLIANCE ORDER, a written report that
includes a detailed description of the circumstances surrounding the cited vialation{s) and actions taken ar to be taken to achieve
compliance with the "Order” portion of this COMPLIANCE ORDER. This repert and all other reports or information required to be
submitted to the Enforcement Division by this COMPLIANCE ORDER shall be submitted to the Department at the address
specified in this document,

To implement, immediately upon receipt of this COMPLIANCE ORDER, all BMPs and SCMs specified in Sections 2.3, 2.5, 2.7, and
2.8 of the Respondent’s SWPPPP dated November 17, 2020, as well as any additional BMPs and SCMs deemed necessary to :
control the pollutants in storm water discharges associated with construction activity at the site in accordance with Part IV,
Section D.2.a of LPDES Permit LAR10P856. !
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—

v,

To remove, immediately upon receipt of this COMPLIANCE ORDER, sediment that has escaped the construction site and has
accumulated off-site as result of the SWPPP vialations specified In Findings of Fact, Paragraph |l to the extent practicable in
accordance with Part IV, Section D.2.a.(1){c) of LPDES Permit LAR1OP8SE.

T :

The Respondent has a right to an adjudicatory hearing on a disputed issue of material fact or of law arising from this COMPLIANCE
ORDER. Tbis right may be exercised by filing a written request with the Secretary na fater than thirty {30) days after receipt of this
COMPLIANCE ORDER.

The request for an ad[edicatary-hearing shall specify the provisians of the COMPLIANCE ORDER on which the hearing is requested
and shall briefly describe the basis for the request. This request should reference the Enforcement Tracking Number and Agency
Interest Number, which are located in the upper left-hand corner of the first page of this document and shoutd be directed to the
address specified in this decument,

Upon the Respondent's timely filing a request for a hearing, & hearing on the disputed issue of material fact or of law regarding this
COMPLIANCE ORDER may be scheduled by the Secretary of the Department. The hearing shall be governed by the Act, the
Administrative Procedure Act {La. R.S. 43:950, et seq.), and the Division of Administrative Law's (DAL) Procedural Rules. The
Department may amend or supplement this COMPLIANCE ORDER prior to the hearing, after providing sufficient notice and an
apportunity for the preparation of a defense for tha hearing.

This COMPLIANCE ORDER shall become 2 final enforcement action uniess the request for hearing is timely filed. Failure ta timely
request a hearing constitutes a waiver of the Respondent's right to a hearing on a disputed issue of material fact or of Jaw under
section 2050.4 of the Act for the violation(s) described herein,

The Respondent's failure to request a hearing or ta file an appeal or the Respondent's withdrawal of a request for hearing on this
COMPLIANCE ORDER shall not preclude the Respondent from contesting the findings of facts in any subsaquent penalty action
addressing the same viotation(s), although the Respandent is estopped from objecting to this COMPLIANCE ORDER becoming a
permanent part of its compliance history.

v

Civil penalties of not more than thirty-two thousand five hundred dollars ($32,500) may be assessed for each day of viclation. The
Respondent's failure or refusal to comply with this COMPLIANCE ORDER and the provisions herein will subject the Respondent to
passible enforcement pracedures under La, R.S. 30:2025, which could result in the assessment of 3 civi? penalty in an amount of not
mare than fifty thousand dollars ($50,060] for each day of continued violation or noncompliance.

wviI.

For each violation described hergin, the Department reserves the right to seek civil penalties in any manner allowed by law, and

nothing herein shall be construed ta preclude the right to seek such penaities

Pursuant to La. R.S. 30:2050.3(B), you are hereby notified that the issuance of a penalty assessment is belng considered for the
violation(s) described herein. Written comments may be filed regarding the violation(s) and the contemplated penalty. If you elect
to submit comments, it is requested that they be submitted within ten (10) days of receipt of this notice.

Prior to the issuance of additional appropriate enforcement action{s), you may request a meeting with the Department to present
any mitigating circumstances concerning the viglation(s). If you would like to have such 3 masting, please contact Scott B. Pierce at
(225) 219-3723 within ten {10) days of receipt of this NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY.

I3

The Department is required by La. RS, 30:2025(E){3}(a) to consider the gross revenues of the Respandent and the monetary
benefits of noncomptiance to determine whether a penaity will be assessed and the amount of such penalty. Please forward the
Respondent’s most current annual gross revenue statement along with a statement of the manetary benefits of nroncompliance for
the cited violation(s) to the above named contact person within ten (10} days of receipt of this NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY.
Include with your statement of manetary benefits the methodys) you utilized to arrive at the sum, I¥ you assert that no monetary
benefits have been gainet, you are to fully justify that statement. 1f the Respondent chooses not to submit the requested mast
current annual gross revenues statement within ten (10) days, it wifl be viewed by the Department as an admission that the
Respondent has the ability to pay the statutory maximum penalty as gutlined in La, R.5. 30:2025.

The Department assesses civil penalties based on LAC 33:L.Subpartl.Chapter?. To expedite closure of this NOTICE OF POTENTIAL
PENALTY portion, the Respondent may offer a settlement amount to resolve any claim for civil penalties for the viclationis)
tescribed herein. The Respondent may offer a settlement amount, but the Bepartment is under no cbligation to enter into
settlement negotiations. The decision to proceed with a settlement is at the discretion of the Department, The settlement offer
amaunt may be entered on the attached “CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER AND NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY REQUEST
TO Q10SE” form, The Respondent may submit the settlement offer within one hundred and eighty {180} days of receipt of this
NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY portion but no later than ninety (30) days of achieving compliance with the COMPLIANCE ORDER
portion. The Respendent must include a justification of the offer. BO NOT submit payment of the offer amount with the form. The

Departrment will review the settiement offer and notify the Respondent as to whether the offer is or is not accepted.

This CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER & NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY is effactive upan receipt,

Enfarcement Division; Hearing Requests:
Louisiana Depatrtment of Enviranmental Quality Department of Environmentat Quality
Office of Environmental Comptiance ’ Office of the Secretary
Water Enforcement Division Past Office Box 4302
Post Office Box 4312 Baran Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4302 y
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 Attn:  Hearings Clerk, Legal Division
Attn: 5cott B, Pierce Re: Enforcement Tracking No. WE-CN-24-00267
Agency Interest No. 226207
Woter Permits Division {if necessary): Physical Address {if hand delivered):
Department of Environmental Quality
Office of Environmental Services Department of Environmental Quality
Past Office Box 4313 602 N Fifth Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70811-4313 Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Attn: Water Permits Division

WE-CN-24-00267 Page 2 CONGPP FORM 1
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* Toappeal the CONSOLIDATED COMFLIANCE ORDER AND NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY, the Respandent must follow the guidelines
set forth in the “Right to Appeal” portien of this CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER AND NOTICE OF #OTENTIAL PENALTY,

* To request closure of the COMPLIANCE ORDER portian, the Respondent must demonstrate compliance with the “Order” portion of
this COMPLIANCE ORDER by completing the attached “CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER AND NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY
REQUEST TO CLOSE" form and returning it to the address specified.

o Before requesting closure of the COMPLIANCE ORDER portion, please contact the Financial Services Division at 225-219-
3865 or email them at _DEQ-WWW(FinancialServices@la.gav to determine if you owe outstanding fees.

* To expedite closure of the NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY portion, the Respondent may offer a settlement amaunt to resolve any
claim for civil penalties far the violation{s) described herein.

o The Department assesses civil penalties based on LAC 33:1.Subpart1.Chapter?.

o The Respandent may offer a settlement amount but the Department is under no obligation to enter inte settiemant
negatiations. It is decided upen on a discretionary basis.

o The settiement offer amount may be entered on the attached "CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER AND NOTICE OF
POTENTIAL PENALTY REQUEST TO CLOSE” form. The Respendent must include a justification of the offer.

o BO NOT submit payment of the offer amount with the form. The Department will review the settlement offer and notify
the Respondent as to whether the offer is or is not accepted.

o Before requesting closure of the NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY portion, please contact the Financial Services Division
at 225-219-3865 or ermai them at _DEQ-WWWFinancialServices@la-gov to determine if you owe outstanding fees.

If you have questions or need more information, you may contact Scott B. Pierce at (225) 219-3723 or Scott.Pierce@la.gov.

e \\ Date: %\\"‘\7—‘3\
lerry Léh%w?s K N

Assistant Secré
Office of Enviranmental Compliance

ce: Breazeale, Sachse & Wilsan, L.L.P,
c/o John King
301 Main St., Ste. 2300
Baton Rouge, LA 70801

Poilard Branch, LLC
23107 Zemurray Gardens Dr.
Loranger, LA 70446

Attachment(s
- Request to Close
- Settlement Brochure
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE

ENFORCEMENT DIVISION CONSOLIDATED COMPLIANCE ORDER & ;
POST OFFICE BOX 4312 NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY DEQ
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70821-4312 REQUEST TO CLOSE LOUISIANA
Enforcement Tracking No. WE-CN-24-06267 Contact Name Scott B. Pierce
Agency Interest {Al) No. 226207 Contact Phone No. | (225) 219-3723
Alternate ID No. LAR1DPBSA
Respondent: Savarihahs Development LLC Facility Name; Savannahs Subdivision
c/o Barry Causay Physical Location; LA Highway 445 - Savaninah Dr., Cerrado
St., Plainsland Or., Grasstand Dr., Serrengeti
R Agent for Service of Process Dr., Tanzaaia Dr., Llanos 5t., Pampas Dr.,
15320 Hanors Ct. Dr., City, State, Zip: Robert, LA
Baton Rouge, LA 70810 Parish: Tangipahoa

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE Date Completed Copy Attached?

A written report was submitted in accordance with Paragraph Il of the “Order” partian of
the COMPLIANCE ORDER.

All items in the "Findings of Fact” portion of the COMPLIANCE QRDER were addressed and
the facility is being operated to meet and maintain the requirements of the “Order” portion
of the COMPLIANCE ORDER. Final comgliance was achieved as of:

{check the applicable option)

The Respondent is not interested in entering into settlement negottations with the Department with the understanding that the
— | Depariment has the right to assess civil penaities based on LAC 33:L.Subpartl.Chapter7.

In order to resolve any claim far civil penatties for the violations in NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY {WE-CN-24-00267), the
Respondent is interested in entering into settlement negatiatians with the Department and would fike to set up a meeting ta
discuss settiement procedures.

In arder to resalve any claim for civil penalties for the violations in NOTICE GF POTENTIAL PENALTY {WE-CN-24-00267), the
Respondent is interested in entering into settlement negotiations with the Department and offers to pay

5 which shall include 1DEQ enforcement costs and any monetary benefit of non-compliance.
s Monetary companent = 3
+ Beneficial Environmental Project {BEP)companent {optianal)= g

s DO NOT SUBMIT PAYMENT OF THE OFFER WITH THIS FORM- the Department will review the settiement offer and notify

the Respondent as ta whether the gffer is or is not accepted.
The Respondent has reviewed the violations noted in NOTICE OF POTENTIAL PENALTY [WE-CN-24-00267) and has attached a
Justification of its offer and a description of any BEPs if indluded in settlement offer.

! certify, under provisions in Louisiana and United States law that provide criminal penalties for false statements, that based on
information and belief formed after reusonabie inquiry, the statements ond information attoched and the compliance statement above,
are true, accurote, and complete. ! also certify that ! da not owe outstanding fees or penalties to the Department for this facility or any
other facility | own or operate. ! further certify thot I am either the Respondent or an authorized representative of the Respondent.

Respondent’s Signature Respondent’s Printed Name Respondent’s Title

Respondent's Physical Address Respondent’s Phone # Date
MAIL COMPLETED DOCUMENT TO THE ADDRESS BELOW:

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Office of Environtnental Compliance
Enfarcement Division

Post Office Box 4312

Baton Rouge, LA 70821
Attn: Scott B. Pierce N

If yau have questions or need more information, you may contact Scott B. Pierce at {225) 219-3723 or Scott.Pierce@la.gov.

WE-CN-24-00267 CONOPP FORM 2
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WHAT IS A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT?

Once the Department has determined that a penalty is warranted for a violation, the Assistant Secretary of the Depariment,
with the cancurrence of the Attorney General, may enter into a setflement agreement with the Respondent as a means to
resolve the Departmeni's claim for a penalty.

HOW DOES THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT PROCESS WORK?

To begin the seitiement agreement process, the Department must receive a written settiement offer. Once this offer is
submitted, it is sent for approval by the Assistant Secratary of the Office of Environmental Compliance. The formal
Settlement Agreement is drafted and sent to the Attorney General's office where the Attorney General has a 90 day
concurrence period. During this time, the Respondent is required to run a public notice in an offictal journal andfor
newspaper of generat circulation in each affected parish. Afler which, a 45 day public comment period is opensd to allow
the public to submit comments. Once the Depariment has received concurrence, the setfiement agreement is signed by
both parties. The Department then forwards a letter to the responsible party to establish a2 payment plan and/or beneficial
environmental project (BEP).
WHAT SHOULD | INCLUDE IN A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT?

The Depariment uses the penally determination methed defined in LAC 33:1.705 as a guideline 1o accepiing settlernent
offers. The penaity matrix is used to determine a penalty range for each violation based on the two viotation specific factors,
the nafure and gravity of the viclation and the degree of riskfimpact to human heatth and property.

BN

T SRR

ey

——

A AND GRA 0 CGLATIO
" M&JOR ] MODERATE | MINOR.-
532,500 $20.000 $15.000
to o to
$20,000 $15.000 $11,000
511,000 58,000 £5,000
o js] [ia}
33,000 35,000 $300
R $3,000 31,500 5500
MINOR to i 0
o 54500 5500 5100

Degres of Risk to Human Health or Property
Major- {sctual meesurable harm or substantizf risk of harm) A violation of major impaci ta an anvironmental tesource or 2 hazard characterized
by high vslume andior frequent ccourrence andfor high poliutant cancentration.
Mederate: {polential for measurable defrimental impact} A violation of mederate impeci and hazard may be one cnaracterdzed by sccasicnal
acousrence andior poftutant concentration that may be expected to have 3 detimental effect under certair conditions
Minor: {no harm ar risk of harm) A viglation of minor impact are isolated single incidences and thal cause no measurable detimenial sffecl or
ara adminisirstive in natura,
Nature and Gravily of the Violation
Major: Viclations of statutes, regulations, orders, permit fimiis, or permit requiraments that resuit 'n negaing the intent of the requirsment w such
an extznt that litile or nc implementation of ragquirements occurrad |
Moderate: Viclations that result in substantially negating :he tntent of the requiraments. but some impigranialicr of 'he requiraments occurred
Mingr: Vickations that resuit in some devigtion from the intent of the requirement; however, substantal imglementation $ demonstraied
The range is adjusted using the following violator spegific factors:
1. history of pravious violations or repeated noncompliance:
2. gross revenues generated by the respondent;
3. degree of cuipability, recalaitrance, defiarce. or indifferance lo regulations ar srders;
. whether the Respondent has fafled 1o mifigats or to make a reasonable atiempt o mitigale the damages teused by e violation; and
. whether the violation and the surreunding circumstances were immediately reporied [0 the depanment, 2nd whaiher tha
viniation was concealed or lhere was an atlempi to conceal oy ihe Mespondent,

TR R
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Given the previous information, the following formula is used to obtain a penalty amount.

Fenalty Eveni Total = Penalty Event Minimum + (Adjustment Percentage x [Penalty Event Maximum - Penalty Event Minimum 1;

After this, the Department adds any monetary benefit of nencompliance to the penalty event. in the event that a monetary
benefit is gained due to the delay of 2 cost that is uitimately paid. the Depariment adds the applicable judicial interast.
Finally, the Department adds all response costs including. but not limited to, the cost of conducting inspections, and the
staff time devoted to the preparation of reports and issuing enforcement actians.

WHAT IS A BEP?
A BEP is a project that provides for environmental mifigation which the respondent is not otherwise legally required to par-
form, but which the gefendant/respondent agrees to undertake as a component of the seftiement agresment.
Project categories for BEPs include public health. pofiution prevention, pollution reduction. environmentat restoration and
protection, assessments and audits, environmental compliance promotion. and smergency planning, preparedness and
response. Other projects may be considered if the Department determines that these projects have environmental merit
and is otherwise fully consistent with the intent of the BEP regulations.

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY OFFER IS REJECTED?

If an offer is rejected by the Assistant Secretary, the agal Division will contact the responsible party. or anyone
designated as an appropriate contact in the seftlement offer fo discuss any discrepancies.

WHERE CAN | FIND EXAMPLES AND MORE INFORMATION?
Sefttement Offers ... ... ... ... searchablein E0MS using the following filkers

Media: & uaity Funoticn Sriremsrs Tesoronnr 3stizman:
Seftlement Agreaments ... e ... Eniorcement Diuision s websits

specific axamples can be providsd upor request
Penalty Determination Method ... ... ... ... LAC3S Chagwer?

-

Beneficial Enviranmental Projects ... ... LaC 33 Chacter 28
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