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Solicitation of Public Input on Louisiana’s State Plan for the Control of Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Existing Crude Oil and Natural Gas Facilities

On March 8, 2024, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) promulgated 40 CFR 60 Subpart OOOOc (Emissions Guidelines for Greenhouse Gas Emissions From Existing Crude Oil and Natural Gas Facilities).  Subpart OOOOc requires states to submit plans to EPA that implement the emission guidelines contained in this subpart by January 22, 2027. (2608Pot1)

As allowed by 40 CFR 60.5376c(a), the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) has tentatively decided to adopt the model rule developed by EPA set forth in Subpart OOOOc by incorporating the rule by reference in Louisiana’s air quality regulations at LAC 33:III.3003.B.9.  The model rule limits methane emissions from the following designated facilities that commenced construction, modification, or reconstruction on or before December 6, 2022: gas well liquids unloading operations, associated gas wells, centrifugal compressors, reciprocating compressors, process controllers, pumps, storage vessels, fugitive emissions components, process unit equipment at onshore natural gas processing plants, and super-emitter events.

Per 40 CFR 60.5363c(a) of Subpart OOOOc, a state plan must include the following:

· compliance schedules for each designated facility;
· standards of performance for designated facilities that are at least as stringent as the emission guidelines contained in Subpart OOOOc, unless otherwise provided for under 40 CFR 60.5365c;
· performance testing, monitoring, recordkeeping, and reporting requirements;
· documentation of meaningful engagement as specified in 40 CFR 60.23a(i);
· certification that the required hearing on the state plan was held, a list of witnesses and their organizational affiliations, if any, appearing at the hearing, and a brief written summary of each presentation or written submission as specified in 40 CFR 60.23a(c)-(e);
· provision for state progress reports to EPA;
· identification of enforceable state mechanisms selected for implementing Subpart OOOOc; and
· demonstration of the state’s legal authority to carry out the Clean Air Act section 111(d) state plan.

Comments should be submitted to:

			Bryan D. Johnston
			Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
			Office of Environmental Services, Air Permits Division
			P.O. Box 4313
			Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70821-4313

Alternatively, comments may be e-mailed to bryan.johnston@la.gov.  Comments must be received by September 30, 2026.  LDEQ will consider all comments received prior to finalizing the state plan.  A public hearing on the state plan will be held at a later date.

If you have any questions concerning this matter or would like to schedule a meeting with Air Permits Division staff to discuss any aspect of the state plan, please contact Bryan D. Johnston at (225) 219-3450 or via the e-mail address provided above.


Jill C. Clark
General Counsel
