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Department of Environmental Quality
Office of the Secretary
Legal Affairs Division

Notice of Public Hearing
Substantive Changes to Proposed Rule WQ118
Turbidity Criteria Refinement
(LAC 33:IX.1113 and 1123)

Under the authority of the Environmental Quality Act, R.S. 30:2001 et seq., and in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the secretary gives notice that the department is seeking to incorporate substantive changes to proposed regulation (LAC 33:IX.1113 and 1123), which was originally noticed as WQ118 in the May 20, 2026, issue of the Louisiana Register. (2609Pot1)
	
	The department has proposed substantive changes to address comments received during the public comment period of proposed rule WQ118. Louisiana's turbidity criteria are expressed as general and numeric criteria. In 2025, the Water Planning and Assessment Division completed a study with the objective to determine appropriate methods for developing numeric turbidity criteria in select water bodies. https://edms.deq.louisiana.gov/app/doc/view?doc=14986295 An endnote is incorporated as a placeholder, because this subsegment may or may change in the future and the subsegment is retaining the current 50 NTU criteria based on LAC 33:IX.1113.B.9.b. In the interest of clarity and transparency, the department is providing public notice and opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the amendments of the regulation in question. The department is also providing an interim response to comments received on the initial regulation proposal.
	
	A strikeout/underline/shaded version of the proposed rule that distinguishes original proposed language from language changed by this proposal and the interim response to comments are available on the department’s website under Rules and Regulations at https://www.deq.louisiana.gov/about-ldeq/rules-regulations. The following change is to be incorporated into the Notice of Intent:

Title 33
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Part IX.  Water Quality
Subpart 1.  Water Pollution Control
Chapter 11.	Surface Water Quality Standards
[bookmark: _Toc483474915][bookmark: TOC_Sect372]§1123.	Numeric Criteria and Designated Uses
	A. ― E.	…
	Table 3.  Numeric Criteria and Designated Uses

	A-Primary Contact Recreation; B-Secondary Contact Recreation; C-Fish And Wildlife Propagation; L-Limited Aquatic Life and Wildlife Use;
D-Drinking Water Supply; E-Oyster Propagation; F-Agriculture; G-Outstanding Natural Resource Waters

	Code
	Stream Description
	Designated Uses
	Numerical Criteria

	
	
	
	CL
	SO4
	DO
	pH
	BAC
	°C
	TDS
	Turbidity

	Atchafalaya River Basin (01)

	* * *

	Barataria Basin (02)

	* * *

	021101
	Barataria Bay; includes Caminada Bay, Hackberry Bay, Bay Batiste, and Bay Long (Estuarine)
	A B C E
	N/A
	N/A
	4.0
	6.5-9.0
	4
[25]
	35
	N/A
	50[26]

	* * *

	Calcasieu River Basin (03)

	* * *

	Lake Pontchartrain Basin (04)

	* * *

	Mermentau River Basin (05)

	* * *

	Vermilion-Teche River Basin (06)

	* * *

	Mississippi River Basin (07)

	* * *

	Ouachita River Basin (08)

	* * *

	Pearl River Basin (09)

	* * *

	Red River Basin (10)

	* * *

	Sabine River Basin (11)

	* * *

	Terrebonne Basin (12)

	* * *



ENDNOTES:
[1]. ― [26].	…
	AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 30:2074(B)(1).
	HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Department of Environmental Quality, Office of Water Resources, LR 15:738 (September 1989), amended LR 17:264 (March 1991), LR 20:431 (April 1994), LR 20:883 (August 1994), LR 21:683 (July 1995), LR 22:1130 (November 1996), LR 24:1926 (October 1998), amended by the Office of Environmental Assessment, Environmental Planning Division, LR 25:2405 (December 1999), LR 27:289 (March 2001), LR 28:462 (March 2002), LR 28:1762 (August 2002), LR 29:1814, 1817 (September 2003), LR 30:1474 (July 2004), amended by the Office of Environmental Assessment, LR 30:2468 (November 2004), LR 31:918, 921 (April 2005), amended by the Office of the Secretary, Legal Affairs Division, LR 32:815, 816, 817 (May 2006), LR 33:832 (May 2007), LR 34:1901 (September 2008), LR 35:446 (March 2009), repromulgated LR 35:655 (April 2009), amended LR 36:2276 (October 2010), amended by the Office of the Secretary, Legal Division, LR 41:2603 (December 2015), LR 42:737 (May 2016), amended by the Office of the Secretary, Legal Affairs and Criminal Investigations Division, LR 45:1178 (September 2019), LR 46:1087 (August 2020), LR 46:1555 (November 2020), LR 47:876 (July 2021), amended by the Office of the Secretary, Legal Affairs Division, LR 49:1554 (September 2023), LR 52:

Public Comments
	All interested persons are invited to submit written comments on the substantive changes to WQ118. Persons commenting should reference potpourri notice 2609Pot1. Such comments must be received no later than October 28, 2026, at 4:30 p.m., and should be sent to William Little, Attorney Supervisor, Office of the Secretary, Legal Affairs Division, P.O. Box 4302, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4302, by fax (225) 219-4068, or by E-mail to DEQ.Reg.Dev.Comments@la.gov. Copies of the proposed Rule can be purchased by contacting the LDEQ Public Records Center at (225) 219-3168. Check or money order is required in advance for each copy of WQ118. The proposed regulation is available on the Internet at https://deq.louisiana.gov/page/monthly-regulation-changes-2026%20. 

Public Hearing
A public hearing will be held on October 28, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. in the Galvez Building, Oliver Pollock Conference Room, 602 N. Fifth Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802. Interested persons are invited to attend in person or online via Microsoft Teams at https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/225581962557365?p=WA1olUFploGq8u2YOV Meeting ID: 225 581 962 557 365 Passcode: A2NL2hJ9 or by phone (872) 239-6160 using phone conference ID: 833 450 698#. Should individuals with a disability need an accommodation to participate, contact Doug Bordelon at the address given below or at (225) 219-1325.

	The notice is available for inspection at the following LDEQ office locations from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.:  602 N. Fifth Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802; 508 Downing Pines Road, West Monroe, LA 71292; State Office Building, 1525 Fairfield Avenue, Shreveport, LA 71101; 1301 Gadwall Street, Lake Charles, LA 70615; 111 New Center Drive, Lafayette, LA 70508; 110 Barataria Street, Lockport, LA 70374; 201 Evans Road, Bldg. 4, Suite 420, New Orleans, LA  70123.

						Jill C. Clark
						General Counsel
