NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Environmental Quality

Office of the Secretary

Legal Affairs Division

Incorporation by Reference of 40 CFR 60 Subpart OOOOc
(LAC 33:III.3003) 


Under the authority of the Environmental Quality Act, R.S. 30:2001 et seq., and in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the secretary gives notice that rulemaking procedures have been initiated to amend the Air regulations, LAC 33:III.3003 (Log #AQ407ft).


The proposed Rule is identical to federal regulations found in 40 CFR 60 subpart OOOOc, which are applicable in Louisiana. For more information regarding the federal requirement, contact William Little at (225) 219-3985. No fiscal or economic impact will result from the proposed Rule.  The proposed Rule will be promulgated in accordance with the procedures in R.S. 49:963(B)(3) and (4).


The proposed Rule incorporates 40 CFR Subpart OOOOc (Emissions Guidelines for Greenhouse Gas Emissions From Existing Crude Oil and Natural Gas Facilities) into Louisiana's air quality regulations. The standards in subpart OOOOc contain a model rule organized in regulation format that includes presumptive standards for designated facilities as well as associated measures to assure compliance, including monitoring, recordkeeping, and reporting. 
Subpart OOOOc is an emission guideline that applies directly to states. However, per 40 CFR 60.5368c, if a state fails to adopt an approvable plan, the Environmental Protection Agency wlll develop a federal plan to implement the emission guidelines set for this subpart.  The basis and rationale for the proposed Rule are to incorporate 40 CFR 60 Subpart OOOOc into Louisiana's air regulations. This Rule meets an exception listed in R.S. 30:2019(D)(2) and R.S. 49:963(B)(3); therefore, no report regarding environmental/health benefits and social/economic costs is required.

Family Impact Statement

The proposed Rule has no known impact on family formation, stability, and autonomy as described in R.S. 49:972.

Poverty Impact Statement

The proposed Rule has no known impact on poverty as described in R.S. 49:973.

Small Business Analysis

The proposed Rule may have an impact on small business as described in R.S. 49:978.1 - 978.8. 
Small businesses subject to the proposed Rule are those that own or operate designated facilities in the crude oil and natural gas source category [listed in 40 CFR 60.5386c(a) through (h)] that commenced construction, modification, or reconstruction on or before December 6, 2022. The Small Business Advocacy Review Panel convened by the Environmental Protection Agency estimated that 1095 small businesses would be potentially affected nationwide. It is not known how many small businesses domiciled in Louisiana would be affected. Impacted small businesses will have to expend capital in order to comply with the provisions of 40 CFR Subpart OOOOc. 
Provider Impact Statement

The proposed Rule has no known impact on providers as described in HCR 170 of 2014.
Public Hearing
A public hearing will be held on August 26, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. in the Galvez Building, Oliver Pollock Conference Room, 602 N. Fifth Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802. Interested persons are invited to attend in person or online via Microsoft Teams at:  https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/298016667299922?p=utQWa3cIhzP4YEAthO using Meeting ID: 298 016 667 299 922 and Passcode: sm3u4tJ7 or by phone (872) 239-6160 using phone conference ID: 387 062 273#.
Should individuals with a disability need an accommodation in order to participate, contact Doug Bordelon at the address given below or at (225) 219-1325.

Public Comments
All interested persons are invited to submit written comments on the proposed Rule. Persons commenting should reference the proposed Rule by AQ407ft. Such comments must be received no later than August 26, 2026, at 4:30 p.m., and should be sent to William Little, Attorney Supervisor, Office of the Secretary, Legal Affairs Division, P.O. Box 4302, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4302, by fax (225) 219-4068, or by E-mail to DEQ.Reg.Dev.Comments@la.gov. The comment period for the proposed Rule ends on the same date as the public hearing. Copies of the proposed Rule can be purchased by contacting the LDEQ Public Records Center at (225) 219-3168. Check or money order is required in advance for each copy of AQ407ft. The proposed Rule is available on the Internet at https://www.deq.louisiana.gov/about-ldeq/monthly-regulation-changes-2026.


The proposed Rule is available for inspection at the following LDEQ office locations from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.:  602 N. Fifth Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802; 508 Downing Pines Road, West Monroe, LA 71292; State Office Building, 1525 Fairfield Avenue, Shreveport, LA 71101; 1301 Gadwall Street, Lake Charles, LA 70615; 111 New Center Drive, Lafayette, LA 70508; 110 Barataria Street, Lockport, LA 70374; 201 Evans Road, Bldg. 4, Suite 420, New Orleans, LA  70123.
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AUTHORITY NOTE:
Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 30:2054.

HISTORICAL NOTE:
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