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This is not just Louisiana's
wetland; this is
"America's Wetland."

Why is losing this ecosystem a
national crisis?

Louisiana’s coastal wetlands protect:

* About 2 million people including the New Orleans
metropolitan area;

* Four of the nation’s 10 largest ports, which operate
from the Louisiana coast, handling 21 percent of
the nation’s waterborne commerce; and

* More than 43,000 oil and gas wells, two Strategic
Petroleum Reserve storage sites and one of the
nation’s largest natural gas distribution centers.

Louisiana’s coastal wetlands are an
irreplaceable ecosystem essential for:

* Ensuring water quality by filtering pollutants and
preventing saltwater intrusion into water supplies;

* Supporting over a billion dollar commercial and
recreational fishing industry that relies on estuaries
as nurseries for many species of fish and shellfish;

* Providing sanctuary for thousands of animal and
plant species;

* Supporting wintering ducks in the Mississippi
Flyway; and

* Ensuring the survival of south Louisiana’s rich
cultural heritage, defined in part by the natural
abundance of its coastal marsh.

Coastal land loss in Louisiana has already
resulted in:

* 1,900 square miles of coastal land lost since 1930;

* Increased storm surge and higher waves recorded
during storms;

* The Gulf of Mexico encroaching on coastal
communities; and

* Problems with agricultural irrigation and threats to
drinking and industrial water supplies.
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The Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task
Force oversees CWPPRA in Louisiana:

* State of Louisiana, Governor's Office

* Environmental Protection Agency - Region 6

* US. Department of the Interior - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

* US. Department of Agriculture - Natural Resources Conservation Service

* US. Department of Commerce - NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service

* US. Department of the A rmy - U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans

The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources is the local cost-share partner.
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Visit our Web site:
www.LaCoast.gov

The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (Public Law 101-646, Title
HI-CWPPRA) was authorized by Congress and signed into law by President George Bush in
1990 and reauthorized in 2001 until 2009,

Front and Back Cover Photos: Guy Fanguy

sweiford ainny

JO 2U0)SIDUIOD I SB AIIS
[11m jey uoneradoos Louade
pue ‘uonedidnsed a1gnd
‘aouatas Fuons Jo uonepunoy
e Surysiqeisa afiym spaau
UOIIRIOIS2I JIRIPALULLIT SSAIPPE
0} SaNUNUOd VI ddMD
“W)SAS002 d|qRUIRISNS B JO
paunbai uoneio)sar L1essaoou
ay1 |je woddns j10u op §]9A9)
Fuipuny Juaumd ySnoyy

‘uayeUapun

1242 s193loxd SurpouwiFua

pue [RjudwiuoiAud xajdwod
150w pue 1sagie| Y Jo

AUO 3 ||IM BURISINOT [RISEOD
Fuuoisay Wopd (y]) ey
[BISEO)) RUBISINOT A1 ySnoay)
sa1udTe Vdd MO 2

Aq suonnjos [aA3] adeaspue|
a|qeAdiyae ol pautjar Jurdq
a1 sa13a)eas 9591y | ‘savak

(S 1X2U AU} JIAO ISEOD S,BURISINOT JO SAIIE ()0 00S INoqe
Fuuosal 1oy saidaens ajdnnw sapnjoul g 1SEO)) WO
UOIRI0ISAI JR|JOP UOI[[IGNNLU B 10] SAFIRNS SUI[IN0

1Y), ‘BURISINOT [RISEO)) D|qRUIBISNS B PIEMO] [)S(T 1S80)),,
‘wodal 8661 © PIPUN) VHJJAD ‘PASU SI) SSAIPPE 0]

‘uejd uoneio)sal

aatsuayaidwion e pue Suip|ing SnSuUasuod uo Aja1 1snw
*AUWIOIIDAO0 O] “JBYI UONENJIS SISLID B PAJEAID SBU SSO| JO [9AI]
awanxa siyl ‘uonippe up “sanbiuyda) uonesoisar Suiajoad
pue agpajmouy
dJHUIDS

Jo Apoq Suimoid
e 0] idepe

1SN sa13aens
UONUIAIUI
‘UONEI0)SDI
|RISR0D aFRURW
Kaandaya

o ssasoxd
FuiSueyd e jjasn
ur st adeaspue|
Fwdueyd Lprdea
e Fuipingas

JO j1om uo-spuey
[eanoeid oy

uaffng auvoreany v sp ysavw
1245002 a1y) oy suvaji) maN duwms pnod
a8ans uio}s Joof-0z v inpad spaadxa awos

WSUNO] JO K

‘paroajoad 10 pajeard

aq 01 pardadxa aie pue| jo saide (00 L 1240 aload

yoea jo ueds aji) Jeak-z oY) TuLng "PAIONNSUOD UIDQ
aaey s1afoad vy dd D 09 UBYyl 10w ‘HOOT Adenuef Jo sy

The fight to keep

coastal Louisiana

on the map

www.LaCoast.gov
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No time to lose -

An ecosystem of enormous national significance is
vanishing into the Gulf of Mexico at an alarming rate. In
Louisiana, roughly one acre of coastal wetlands washes
into the sea every
half hour. With
every acre lost, an
essential habitat
moves closerto &
extinction.

In the past century,
Louisiana has lost
more than one
million acres from |
its coast due to PR
both human and
natural factors that coastal wetlands have disappeared into the
disrupted seqd.

ecological stability.

If this loss continues, a resource required for essential
natural processes will vanish at a catastrophic cost to our
nation.

Billions of dollars in seafood production, oil and gas
revenue, and commercial shipping will be lost without
Louisiana's coastal wetlands, which provide the basis and
support for these industries. In terms of human life, the
value of these wetlands is beyond estimation.

As this land disappears, hurricanes and tropical storms hit
shore ever closer to the
two million people who
live near the coast.
Healthy marsh provides
a buffer to storms, and
its ability to absorb
high water and slow
wind is key to survival
for coastal
communities. But
every year, as wetlands
lose ground, these
forces hit closer to
home.

The historic Leeville Cemetery is
sinking into the Gulf of Mexico.

Without intervention, this ecosystem will vanish from the
national landscape. Already, coastal communities are
sinking into the gulf. Fisheries and energy production are
atrisk. An entire culture is threatened. In all, more than
1,900 square miles of marsh have turned into open water,
and the loss of land continues. Every half hour, an area
approximately the size of a football field disappears.
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More than 1,900 square miles of Louisiana’s
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Holly Beach Sand Management
(CS-31)

Project area - 8,901 acres

Net benefit after 20 years -

330 acres

Cost - $19.3 million

The goals for the Holly Beach
shoreline protection project are to
protect roughly 8,000 acres of marsh
wetlands and to create and protect
about 300 acres of beach dune along
the shore. More than 1.7 million
cubic yards of sand deposited on the
beach will be protected by an
existing rock breakwater system.
Homes, businesses, coastal marshes
and the area’s only hurricane
evacuation route were at risk
because of chronic shoreline
erosion. Holly Beach represents the
largest beach shoreline protection
project in the country.

In the past century, Louisiana has lost more than 1,900 square miles of coastal land, an area roughly the size of Delaware.

By 2050, without further intervention, the national landscape could lose another 700 square miles from this valuable ecosystem, which
supports the nation’s oil and gas production, seafood harvest and shipping industry. As the first line of defense against the implosion of
this ecosystem, the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) has constructed more than 60 projects
expected to benefit 74,000 acres of coastal landscape while building a framework for long-term solutions to save "America's Wetland."
The CWPPRA projects highlighted below illustrate various restoration techniques implemented to combat land loss throughout the

coastal zone.
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Little Vermilion Bay Sediment
Trapping (TV-12)

Project area - 964 acres

Net benefit after 20 years -

441 acres

Cost - $894,000

Terracing is one of the newest
techniques in coastal restoration and
has become an economical approach
to direct marsh creation. This
project is one of many similar
projects in coastal Louisiana and
involved the creation of over 23,300
linear feet of earthen, vegetative
terraces. In addition to creating
marsh, this project is trapping
sediment which will help sustain the
terraces and promote additional
marsh growth.
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Whiskey Island Restoration
(TE-27)

Project area - 4,926 acres

Net benefit after 20 years -

1,239 acres

Cost - $7.7 million

Without restoration efforts, Whiskey
Island was expected to be lost by
2007. The plan for this CWPPRA
project included the creation of 657
acres of back island marsh using
material dredged from the bay north
of the island. Sediment was pumped
to restore 3.2 miles of the island.
Projects such as this do not only
extend the life of valuable island
habitat, but also represent the first
line of defense against coastal
erosion.

Map prepared by: U.S. Geological Survey, National Wetlands Research Center, Lafayette, LA
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North Lake Mechant Landbridge
Restoration (TE-44)

Project area - 8,877 acres

Net benefit after 20 years -

604 acres

Cost - $26 million

This project illustrates how several
techniques may be combined to
address restoration needs within an
area. Located in Terrebonne Parish,
this area suffers from subsidence,
saltwater intrusion, and shoreline
erosion. This project will help to
turn the tide on wetland loss.

om Lake_ Pontcharu'am to create new,
marsh in what had formerly been an open

al ;fganisms, but more critically, this project
ed land to provide protection to New

‘om land loss and potentially lethal

West Bay Sediment Diversion
(MR-03)

Project area - 12,910 acres

Net benefit after 20 years -

9,831 acres

Cost - $22.3 million

To rehabilitate declining wetlands
in West Bay, fresh water and
sediment from the Mississippi
River is being reintroduced to the
area using a conveyance channel.
Dredged material from the
construction of the conveyance
channel has been deposited in the
diversion's outfall area to rebuild
the dying wetlands in this
large-scale sediment diversion
project completed by the CWPPRA
task force in 2003.



