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EPA Ready to Support FEMA, State Efforts on Hurricane Laura
Media contacts: Joe Hubbard or Jennah Durant, R6Press@epa.gov or 214 665-2200

DALLAS - (Aug 26, 2020) EPA has an organized emergency response program for responding to man-
made and natural disasters and is positioned to support the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), state, local, and tribal partners in response to Hurricane Laura.

EPA headquarters emergency operations center is monitoring the storm closely and making
preparations to activate in order to support states and regions affected by the storm.

EPA’s Region 6 headquarters office in Dallas is taking action to ensure that Superfund sites are secured
in advance of the storm, to assist public drinking water system rapid assessments, and to seamlessly
integrate emergency response activities with Texas, Louisiana, and other federal response agencies.

EPA supports hurricane preparedness and response in a number of ways, including:

e Addressing Fuel Shortages: The Clean Air Act allows EPA Administrator Wheeler, in consultation
with Energy Secretary Brouillette, to waive certain fuel requirements to address shortages that occur
as a result of the storm. If Administrator Wheeler determines that extreme and unusual fuel supply
circumstances exist in a state or region as a result of the hurricane, a temporary waiver can help
ensure an adequate supply of gasoline is available in the affected area, particularly for emergency
vehicles. EPA has an experienced team standing by to expedite handling of any fuel waiver requests by
the states.

e Monitoring Public Water Systems: Water systems can be severely impacted during hurricanes due
to storm surge, flooding, or loss of power. Both Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and
Louisiana Department of Health have uploaded their potentially impacted systems into EPA’s tracking
system, which enables planning for rapid assessments to restore water systems after the storm passes
and flood waters recede. Following the storm, if requested, EPA can assist the states with conducting
damage assessments of both drinking water and wastewater systems to identify impacts to critical
assets and assist in the recovery.

» Securing Superfund Sites: EPA assesses conditions at the National Priorities List (NPL) Superfund
sites in the storm’s pathway, and tasks each Superfund NPL remedial site manager to assess conditions
and make on-site preparations for high winds and heavy rainfall. Following the storm and receding
floodwaters, EPA conducts rapid assessments to identify damage at sites and initiate cleanup plans if
necessary. Any on-site activities at sites located in the storm’s path are ceased until the all-clear is
given and on-site equipment is secured. In addition, freeboard for lagoons or ponds is increased to
accommodate forecasted rainfall if possible. After a hurricane makes landfall and any flooding recedes,
EPA remedial managers will conduct assessments of each Superfund NPL site to ensure no damage has
occurred.

e Assessing Conditions at Major Industrial Facilities: EPA assesses conditions at the major industrial
facilities in the storm’s pathway to identify potential impacts and countermeasures. Following the
storm and receding floodwaters, spills and releases are reported to the National Response Center. NRC
notifies US Coast Guard or EPA based on preapproved jurisdiction boundaries. EPA conducts follow up
inspections and damage assessments in response to reports within EPA jurisdiction.
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For additional information on EPA’s fuel waivers, please visit: www.epa.gov/enforcement/fuel-
waivers.

EPA’s central hub for disaster and hurricane information is available
at https://www.epa.gov/hurricanes.

For information on EPA's emergency response capabilities, please
visit https://www.epa.gov/emergency-response.

For information on FEMA's hurricane preparedness guidance, please
visit https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes.

Connect with EPA Region 6:
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/eparegion6

On Twitter: https://twitter.com/EPAregion6

About EPA Region 6: https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-region-6-south-central

HHEH


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3DpzZiyqIvGBqYtpeu2hVucJ0e-2D2F4upYq2XxAvOGQOvjmsNwXFRM7HhecCF-2D2F6EgFTG6Fvap2hfHHBrqF1Glp6GvAca8noz9HtA6a8PCZSGHMLfQ4IFYzjhCAFSUbiL7ltmB5wJisEESie2y8x9qYFMJoFrJqonMPgoNU9rxb6qq6JffokvOhUFGY5NewJ0eR-2D2BsumNGjtx8K1QEPlasTCPo7k-2D2Be438HL9anqXJWwP0t8zXeIkWSWnOyyx5qmQQ0wrfhxJTXV-5FlHrFVg-2D2BxAMwltXrxrdMOsYrbvSSms8pIU1DP8TB58To6efzymFwR0Zy-2D2FaCm7N3FAhMl-2D2Fb7cB05hcp-2D2BsHvrhGR236FX7o62i9HF6W7aYyQCh2CIUY9erVv-2D2BsfSA8zcKA9KxrgamdbR-2D2F-2D2B-2D2BaDf-2D2FBH1SKHPbwtJa7LobK0GJu6aSe66QipI4Wkypkh-2D2FPLl4g1VpzbhfLWl5AYFeIYND2NlctP23z86YxFYCaXL69OaqoXGHWYdYgSqGdDluo4OtrR1LN6mkjXgMHtwBbpuPxtIfy2KgiBn5Tv2YVl2r1uj1ndSdS94dSl5lAiIMVZ82-2D2ByK0-2D2FbIg4lHFvA-2D2FdN-2D2FI-2D2Bsc3VuRwyRLm1ZtO59bVpd9-2D2FvIuC4-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=U9cWiwr6OYngfvZSBhpV_ybyqSSyecdGTEmd_ayC7bI&m=T64zWv8hFbQy7KocJS4DmPTfrDCs8CpAogaJIAE4nQc&s=A7QH2MJG8XFdQ8Ky2b3PLP9hwFzvLi96jRwMTr3dfGI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3DpzZiyqIvGBqYtpeu2hVucJ0e-2D2F4upYq2XxAvOGQOvjmsNwXFRM7HhecCF-2D2F6EgFTG6Fvap2hfHHBrqF1Glp6GvAca8noz9HtA6a8PCZSGHMLfQ4IFYzjhCAFSUbiL7ltmB5wJisEESie2y8x9qYFMJoFrJqonMPgoNU9rxb6qq6JffokvOhUFGY5NewJ0eR-2D2BsumNGjtx8K1QEPlasTCPo7k-2D2Be438HL9anqXJWwP0t8zXeIkWSWnOyyx5qmQQ0wrfhxJTXV-5FlHrFVg-2D2BxAMwltXrxrdMOsYrbvSSms8pIU1DP8TB58To6efzymFwR0Zy-2D2FaCm7N3FAhMl-2D2Fb7cB05hcp-2D2BsHvrhGR236FX7o62i9HF6W7aYyQCh2CIUY9erVv-2D2BsfSA8zcKA9KxrgamdbR-2D2F-2D2B-2D2BaDf-2D2FBH1SKHPbwtJa7LobK0GJu6aSe66QipI4Wkypkh-2D2FPLl4g1VpzbhfLWl5AYFeIYND2NlctP23z86YxFYCaXL69OaqoXGHWYdYgSqGdDluo4OtrR1LN6mkjXgMHtwBbpuPxtIfy2KgiBn5Tv2YVl2r1uj1ndSdS94dSl5lAiIMVZ82-2D2ByK0-2D2FbIg4lHFvA-2D2FdN-2D2FI-2D2Bsc3VuRwyRLm1ZtO59bVpd9-2D2FvIuC4-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=U9cWiwr6OYngfvZSBhpV_ybyqSSyecdGTEmd_ayC7bI&m=T64zWv8hFbQy7KocJS4DmPTfrDCs8CpAogaJIAE4nQc&s=A7QH2MJG8XFdQ8Ky2b3PLP9hwFzvLi96jRwMTr3dfGI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3D4tNED-2D2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTqGnSR3KiqmCLw9Y-2D2BUPU3jQDffWpli3Xos1JVFp-2D2FizdpO9-2D2BmlAV0PVD4UPWK5GzNg-2D3D-2D3DLQk2-5FlHrFVg-2D2BxAMwltXrxrdMOsYrbvSSms8pIU1DP8TB58To6efzymFwR0Zy-2D2FaCm7N3FAhMl-2D2Fb7cB05hcp-2D2BsHvrhGR236FX7o62i9HF6W7aYyQCh2CIUY9erVv-2D2BsfSA8zcKA9KxrgamdbR-2D2F-2D2B-2D2BaDf-2D2FBH1SKHPbwtJa7LobK0GJu6aSe66QipI4Wkypkh-2D2FPLl4g1VpziSa5JU23dxAt86TQtUVW5CuqMN3YIaCd1q4rkkclAH56OXcglkONDSnvsqIQD3uVPtwBRnI00-2D2Bw54PKT6Vg78Uqg3RojtzANOm-2D2FZ71yqS4ZD6wkfB29RwzQb-2D2F7-2D2BiBQMz-2D2FMepAbBUxlyOfG00O6FclmO-2D2B2ydJhWKa7nwXApjRELQ-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=U9cWiwr6OYngfvZSBhpV_ybyqSSyecdGTEmd_ayC7bI&m=T64zWv8hFbQy7KocJS4DmPTfrDCs8CpAogaJIAE4nQc&s=IDhZ2YsNf5gAFhkDz9GmIRpJoimSsIHjN6F_1aWEJpw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3D4tNED-2D2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUZ4srQLG0HygqqciOH0OKa9OynGhUwkNf0LsTeY9-2D2B9MUTMOK-5FlHrFVg-2D2BxAMwltXrxrdMOsYrbvSSms8pIU1DP8TB58To6efzymFwR0Zy-2D2FaCm7N3FAhMl-2D2Fb7cB05hcp-2D2BsHvrhGR236FX7o62i9HF6W7aYyQCh2CIUY9erVv-2D2BsfSA8zcKA9KxrgamdbR-2D2F-2D2B-2D2BaDf-2D2FBH1SKHPbwtJa7LobK0GJu6aSe66QipI4Wkypkh-2D2FPLl4g1VpzhcXEEOhAz3oVA90gyeLTEbLNnKyZ23dGOBbh1G3rLFVWO6Ou8UU8rPlOHdq3CeZcJiOFQOed6IDBjD3hZCL-2D2BEN3SJXbI6mTrWVIHtxgNr8xOB3r6NixxVY1IKfYd2B94KeKnKDuQuOgYAZfpkrbIM5J9cWyUGjI9D2Ny-2D2B0NLqnw-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=U9cWiwr6OYngfvZSBhpV_ybyqSSyecdGTEmd_ayC7bI&m=T64zWv8hFbQy7KocJS4DmPTfrDCs8CpAogaJIAE4nQc&s=Mncf7pF9AlvH-CFTbPtnBccHXQXP_-35o5D0J5K6ZG0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3D4tNED-2D2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUdT8tIwibpF9y90OEHz-2D2BYREU8BqSqmUG6R47G625R0z6gKuO-5FlHrFVg-2D2BxAMwltXrxrdMOsYrbvSSms8pIU1DP8TB58To6efzymFwR0Zy-2D2FaCm7N3FAhMl-2D2Fb7cB05hcp-2D2BsHvrhGR236FX7o62i9HF6W7aYyQCh2CIUY9erVv-2D2BsfSA8zcKA9KxrgamdbR-2D2F-2D2B-2D2BaDf-2D2FBH1SKHPbwtJa7LobK0GJu6aSe66QipI4Wkypkh-2D2FPLl4g1VpzADeWcHubWerG2aWjU3zdpw-2D2B-2D2FgAzzgkugTshWJ3zmRBjadDSKgV8BTsW0-2D2Bn8VvBiFpBxArkTwnoEuJAk6GMjxdEv4RX50YfeAb8dy-2D2BKZaMTb0j4sbxmh1nNRxpWrYeFGvLOmzvC6Nsjp-2D2FxqxnCBllwuJsEwjSRfYZxV1xQMt2Heg-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=U9cWiwr6OYngfvZSBhpV_ybyqSSyecdGTEmd_ayC7bI&m=T64zWv8hFbQy7KocJS4DmPTfrDCs8CpAogaJIAE4nQc&s=cyKv27CwvngSQNzOcQX5iq8ltZJE3xIB0UqloYwS-3o&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3D4tNED-2D2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUb8Hzhz9hTfMErRs-2D2Fni8h9itVO5OQHlNaH9POaykUrK3mowh-5FlHrFVg-2D2BxAMwltXrxrdMOsYrbvSSms8pIU1DP8TB58To6efzymFwR0Zy-2D2FaCm7N3FAhMl-2D2Fb7cB05hcp-2D2BsHvrhGR236FX7o62i9HF6W7aYyQCh2CIUY9erVv-2D2BsfSA8zcKA9KxrgamdbR-2D2F-2D2B-2D2BaDf-2D2FBH1SKHPbwtJa7LobK0GJu6aSe66QipI4Wkypkh-2D2FPLl4g1VpzHe1HxDgmw9LpjBnU-2D2F-2D2BOQQzkvKmeslyYNc7ugvF1Ci3iN9JeeeElZlMJ9HESO-2D2BvqY0MQTA3cpbAvkSb2xoTnDab4YZfApooGO8p2Dyh4zq8KWcVX64ruisAW-2D2BPgaj0vAcX5PmUaKRXA302O0VUP-2D2BuQ4CgmoKnJc-2D2FxpgPPu4a51Ow-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=U9cWiwr6OYngfvZSBhpV_ybyqSSyecdGTEmd_ayC7bI&m=T64zWv8hFbQy7KocJS4DmPTfrDCs8CpAogaJIAE4nQc&s=ne5JKtWLemrJNriBW3mD6IKwD24QSSX3S0iGWfK4Hws&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3D4tNED-2D2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUd6Q80d2T3B6GUnS9dSE215HfMP4PrUft99jDAyW6cyj98Ju-5FlHrFVg-2D2BxAMwltXrxrdMOsYrbvSSms8pIU1DP8TB58To6efzymFwR0Zy-2D2FaCm7N3FAhMl-2D2Fb7cB05hcp-2D2BsHvrhGR236FX7o62i9HF6W7aYyQCh2CIUY9erVv-2D2BsfSA8zcKA9KxrgamdbR-2D2F-2D2B-2D2BaDf-2D2FBH1SKHPbwtJa7LobK0GJu6aSe66QipI4Wkypkh-2D2FPLl4g1Vpz55TCYZzecn-2D2F4mWyyi4mGzZXZqBDdkb0NSIt5LmEmHOJNzLZc3s6JqsqotQh3nGw2scNjPYqYqlV-2D2BgMME40boxBH6995g3-2D2BJNLEMgAAnutKgPICXzTT1bAkJbjJkxO5w1E87XJtunHwkuDMiDPRD5Te9YH0UPf9uoXmkU3Io2mGE-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=U9cWiwr6OYngfvZSBhpV_ybyqSSyecdGTEmd_ayC7bI&m=T64zWv8hFbQy7KocJS4DmPTfrDCs8CpAogaJIAE4nQc&s=SdhJGY53f8rkbEHgloByqoVgx3Lv-a1diEry2O_5aVA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3D4tNED-2D2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUfKRuo2Q-2D2Fn53ZVbSV04tBRr1g-2D2FviWaxp3wwuGqElSpKnzkwYugCmBmAtii5VUJ9srQ-2D3D-2D3DOdfY-5FlHrFVg-2D2BxAMwltXrxrdMOsYrbvSSms8pIU1DP8TB58To6efzymFwR0Zy-2D2FaCm7N3FAhMl-2D2Fb7cB05hcp-2D2BsHvrhGR236FX7o62i9HF6W7aYyQCh2CIUY9erVv-2D2BsfSA8zcKA9KxrgamdbR-2D2F-2D2B-2D2BaDf-2D2FBH1SKHPbwtJa7LobK0GJu6aSe66QipI4Wkypkh-2D2FPLl4g1VpzkBvbPj4l4jKEy2nwLz3t52LfnHNsViGSbF3CXIz8LRR8vJK-2D2BHkPNn1XngXtvtq-2D2Fi16LAKHjzidmsD1siZTZTrD7UGv0DFWnHxuBAdk43neskzrt-2D2BsDL8vHpJK-2D2B8B9sdssgpfBhY1Bj9czBt7U7XM7eGuz6BdruNsenJbbv6Fyh0-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=U9cWiwr6OYngfvZSBhpV_ybyqSSyecdGTEmd_ayC7bI&m=T64zWv8hFbQy7KocJS4DmPTfrDCs8CpAogaJIAE4nQc&s=1TmakoUDwpJ9i1hksKwiUlXKnnHQUIG2XGyQWZkmoU0&e=

